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Home Page:  www.hartdistrict.org/placerita 
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Did you knowé? 
 

The Placerita Prospector is available on 
the school website by the 1st of each 

month at   
 

www.hartdistrict.org/placerita  
 

Printing and bulk mail delivery delays 
may cause your newsletter to be de-

layed up to ten days from the time of 
mailing.  Get it first by going online! 

 
Follow Placerita Jr. High School on 

Twitter at www.twitter.com/placeritajhs 
 

Get Placerita website announcements by 
email or RSS feed from our blog.  Visit 

www.placeritajhs.org to subscribe. 
 
Watch Miner Morning TV, Placeritaõs 

student-produced daily announcements, 
at mmtv.placeritajhs.org. 

 

 

A periodic  publication of the 

Placerita Junior High 

School PAC  
¶ Principal: 

Mr. Michael Kuhlman 
mkuhlma@hartdistrict.org 

¶ President: 
Ms. Stephanie Linn 

the4linns@ca.rr.com 

¶ Editor:   
Ms. Wendy Altman 
scvwendy@yahoo.com 

Greetings Miners:  

 

Welcome to 2010! It is my sincere wish 

that you enjoyed the opportunity to rest 

and refresh with family and friends over 

the holiday break.  Now we can look 

forward to an exciting second semester 

with renewed energy and focus.  

 

High School Panel  

 

Iõd like to take the opportunity to 

highlight our second annual òHigh 

School 411ó event on January 28, at 6:30 

p.m. in Tanner Hall.  This meeting will 

feature a panel of Hart High School 

students and Hartõs Principal ð Dr. 

Collyn Nielsen ð answering questions 

about how to succeed in high school and 

beyond.  Participants will hear honest 

answers to questions about academics, 

athletics, school safety, and 

extracurricular opportunities available 

to students at Hart.  The cost is free; the 

information is invaluable to a solid 

beginning to your childõs journey 

through high school.  

 

CADRE  

 

Those of us who work with children in 

the William S. Hart School District must 

face the fact that substance abuse is an 

issue for many young people in the 

Santa Clarita Valley.  Because students 

face peer pressure--and parents 

sometimes find it challenging to talk 

openly with their children about the 

dangers of drug and alcohol abuse --the 

Hart District has established a program 

to help students make positive choices 

about their health and their future.  

Enclosed in the newsletter this month is 

an informational page regarding the 

district's CADRE (Comprehensive 

Alcohol and Drug Reduction and 

Education) program (see page 12).  

CADRE is a three -tiered program 

designed to provide drug awareness/

education, counseling support, and 

voluntary random drug testing.  Testing 

results are shared only with parents and 

are not forwarded to school personnel.  

These results make it possible for 

families to have informed discussions 

about the decisions their children are 

making.  The program, and the prospect 

of being tested, gives students reasons 

to say òNoó in response to peer pressure.  

Response from participating families 

has been very positive, and I encourage 

you to consider this opportunity.  

Students may register for free by 

completing the registration form and 

returning it to the Administration 

Office.   

 

Drop Off and Pick Up  
 
We are all very concerned about the safety of 

our students as they are dropped off and 

picked up each school day.  Because of 

congestion issues several years ago, the City 

of Santa Clarita and the Sheriffsô Department 

helped us 

establish our 

ñValet Lineò as 

a means to 

quickly and 

efficiently move 

students to and 

from the school.  

We encourage 

(Continued on page 8) 
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COUNSELORSô CORNER      

Ms. Liss-Monteleone (A-I)  Ms. Villasenor (J-R) Ms. Noriega-Silvas ( S- Z + all ELL  Students) 

jam@hartdistrict.org svillase@hartdistrict.org cnoriega@hartdistrict.org 

 Counseling Interns:  Ms. Bacon and Ms. Howell 

UPCOMING DATES FOR COUNSELING 

DEPARTMENT  

January 25-29:  No Name-Calling Week. 

February 1-5:  National School Counseling Week. 

February 23:  Active Parenting of Teens begins. 

February 26:  College ï Making It Happen Field Trip to 

College of the Canyons 

March 2:  STAR Writing Test for 7th graders and district 

writing test for 8th graders. 

March 4:  9th Grade Orientation in Hart Auditorium. 

March 10:  Hart Honors Writing Test for 8th Graders. 

March 8 ï 12:  Counselors will bring ñGetting Ready for High 

Schoolò to 8th graders.  Ask your child for this! 

March 18:  6th Grade Orientation in the Hart Auditorium for 

students in morning and for parents at night. 

March 23:  Hart counselors will speak to 8th graders in Tanner 

Hall.  Ask to see the registration materials! 

March 30-31 and April 1:  Hart counselors will register 8th 

graders in Tanner Hall. 

 

NO NAME CALLING WEEK  

On January 25ï29, Placerita participated in National No Name-

Calling Week.  All 8th graders participated in an activity led by 

a counselor during their English class.  Daily messages gave 

students strategies to follow if they were being bullied.  Name-

calling or put-downs are not allowed at Placerita.  If you 

suspect that your child may be the victim of name-calling or 

bullying, be supportive and gather information about the 

bullying.  Contact your childôs counselor or the assistant 

principal.   

 

MARCH 2 - STAR WRITING ASSESSMENT 

On Tuesday, March 2, all 7th graders will be given a writing 

assessment for the state-wide testing program.  These students 

will most likely have to write a persuasive paper, a response to 

literature, or a summary of literature.  Please be sure your child 

attends school that day and arrives promptly, because the test 

will be given first thing in the morning.  Be sure your child is 

well-rested and well-nourished and comes to school with two 

pencils and two pens.  If you have any questions, call Ms. 

Noriega at 259-1551.  While the 7th graders are testing, all 8th 

graders will complete a district writing assessment that may 

determine their 9th grade English placement. 

 

9TH GRADE HONORS ENGLISH  

The Honors English test will be given in Tanner Hall on March 

10.  All students in Enriched English classes will report directly 

to Tanner Hall.  If a student in regular English fits the criteria 

below, he/she may also take the test in Tanner Hall during his/

her regular English period.  Students who wish to take the test 

must tell their English teacher no later than March 5. 

To participate in Honors English: 

§ Students must fit the ñHonorsò profile, exhibit regular 

attendance, and complete all or most assignments. 

§ Students must earn at least a B+ average in 3 out of 4 

quarters of their 8th grade English class. 

§ Students must have scored at the ñProficientò or ñAdvancedò 

level on the 7th grade STAR English/Language Arts 

California Standards Test. 

§ Students must pass the 9th grade Hart High Honors Entrance 

Exam to be given on March 10 with an 80% or higher. 

 

HONORS PLACEMENT PROFILE  

Content Acquisition Does the student understand the content, 

main ideas, and concepts with a single 

teaching & thinking skills cycle? 

Participation Does the student exhibit excellence in 

classroom performance through 

participation and discussion, high level 

of questioning skills, motivation, and 

interest? 

Reading Does the student read at the independent 

level with fluency, understanding, and 

insight? Does the student link new 

information to prior knowledge and 

experience with little help?  

Writing Does the student exhibit ease of 

expression and fully developed, well-

organized essays? Does the student write 

with interest, flair, style, and nuance?  

Does the student use sophisticated 

vocabulary, diction, and syntax?  Does 

the student know the difference between 

formal and informal writing? 

Listening Does the student comprehend and follow 

complex directions and ideas with few 

repeats of instructions and/or modeling? 

Study Skills Does the student exhibit excellent study 

habits and organization?  Are 

assignments completed conscientiously?  

Does the student have the capacity to 

complete complex homework four to 

five days per week? 

Usage Does the student have a strong grasp of 

English usage and mechanics? 

Independence Does the student have the ability to work 

on complex assignments independently?  

Is the student self-motivated? 

 

ACTIVE PARENTING OF TEENS PROGRAM  

Placerita is pleased to be offering a video-based program called 

Active Parenting of Teens.  It focuses on teens and preteens and 

the special challenges and issues presented to their parents -- 

(Continued on page 8) 
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     By Mrs. Lewin  

The ñCut and Pasteò Approach to Assignments 

Ahhhh technology. . . . so full of information. . . so easy to 

access . . . so easy to copy! When students are given an 

assignment with some component of research, they generally 

go to the Internet first.  This isnôt always the best approach, 

but I am realistic.  Once they find some information, they 

generally do one of three things: 

¶ Print it out and highlight every line. 

¶ Copy, cut, and paste into a word document ï later to 

become their paper. 

¶ Read and take notes.. 

 

The first option is pretty non-productive, as most students 

tend to see every word as having equal importance.  This 

leads to copying entire sentences and/or paragraphs. 

 

The second option inevitably leads to plagiarism as middle 

school students are just beginning to truly understand the 

importance of ñusing their own wordsò and giving credit 

where credit is due. 

 

The final option is the best.  Students who take notes will be 

more likely to put information in short, point-by-point form 

and then later translate it into their own complete sentences.   

So, take a few minutes when your student is using the Internet 

to research an assignment, and see which approach he or she 

is using.  Encourage your student to read, think, process, and 

write a brief note. It pays off in the end: Youôll save reams of 

paper and your student will gain critical thinking skills!   

 

Updates: 

Our November Family Reading event was a great success.  

We are already in the planning stages for next year.  All 

indications are that the 2010 event will be take on a new look! 

Thanks to all who helped with this yearôs event.  An extra-big 

thanks to Laina Burckert for coordinating all the amazing 

PAC folks.  We could not do it without PAC support.   

 

We earned about $250 in the December Barnes and Nobel 

Book Fair.    We will ñfreshen upò the collection with new 

fiction books in the spring.  Thank you for your continuing 

support! 

 

While the digital world spreads its grip on our culture, our 

students seem attached to 

print.  Our book circulation 

is up this year and we 

couldnôt be more pleased.  

Technology is most 

frequently used to check 

Snap Grades and take 

Accelerated Reader Tests.  

The stampede to surf the net 

has all but faded out and I now see tables of students reading 

novels! I can only hope that the trend becomes a norm. (PS  I 

have not seen students with digital readers--yet.  However, I 

welcome any technology that gets students to read!)  

 

Be sure to check out the Accelerated Reader list on the 

Placerita web site.  I purchase quizzes throughout the year and 

the web site is updated every time I add quizzes.  You will 

find the library page under ñSchool Infoò on the right-hand 

toolbar.  Remember, the books on this list reflect a wide range 

of reading ability, reader interest, and reader maturity.  Please 

note that neither ñReading Levelò nor ñPoint Valueò is based 

on subject matter. Often, higher values are associated with 

more mature content level. The title list is not meant as a 

blanket recommendation of titles, and not every book is for 

every student.  

service hours. Please send the sign-off sheet with your child to the 
Placerita Office, and have it placed in the PAC box.  We will sign 

off the hours that we have recorded for your child, and have it 
returned to him/her during the school day. 

 

Thank you again for all you do to make Placerita Junior High 
School the best school in our valley! 

PAC News 
(Continued from page 13) 



History 7 and 8:  Mondays  

 
Jan. 25  Rm. 704 (Ross) 
Feb. 1  Rm. 502 (Daily) 
Feb. 8  Rm. 504 (LeMaster) 
Feb. 22  Rm. 102 (Blevins) 
Mar. 1  Rm. 503 (Ludlow) 
Mar. 8  Rm. 704 (Ross) 
 
Science 7: Tuesdays    
 

Jan. 26 Rm. 402 (August)    
Feb. 2 Rm. 602 (Slater)  
Feb. 9 Rm. 402 (August)  
Feb. 16 Rm. 602 (Slater)  
Feb. 23 Rm. 402 (August) 
Mar. 9 Rm. 402 (Slater) 
 
English 7 and 8: Thursdays  
 
Jan. 28 Rm. 605 (Fernandez) 
Feb. 4 Rm. 501 (McCall) 
Feb. 18 Rm. 405 (Allsman) 
Feb. 25 Rm. 405 (Allsman) 
Mar. 4 Rm. 605 (Fernandez) 

 
Math 7 and 8: Tuesdays  
 
Jan. 26 Rm. 702 (DôElia) 
Feb. 2 Rm. 702 (DôElia) 
Feb. 9 Rm. 702 (DôElia) 
Feb. 16 Rm. 702 (DôElia) 
Feb. 23 Rm. 702 (DôElia) 
Mar. 9 Rm. 702 (DôElia) 
 
Science 8: Tuesdays  
 

Jan. 26 Rm. 302 (Mathis) 
Feb. 2 Rm. 301 (Schnittgrund) 
Feb. 9 Rm. 302 (Mathis) 
Feb. 16 Rm. 302 (Mathis) 
 
 
 
Math 7 and 8: Thursdays  
 
Jan. 28 Rm. 702 (DôElia) 
Feb. 4 Rm. 702 (DôElia) 
Feb. 18 Rm. 702 (DôElia) 
Feb. 25 Rm. 702 (DôElia) 
Mar. 4 Rm. 702 (DôElia) 
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3rd Quarter After -School Intervention Schedule  

 

 

 

 

Dream of being in the spotlight or onstage?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Audition Clinic:  

April 26 -28th at 7 am and/or 3 pm  

Auditions:  

April 29th & 30th  

Location:  Hart Auditorium  

Does Your Child Like 

to Sing &Dance?  Are you a fan 

of GLEE?  

Want to be part of the 

BIGGEST group  

on campus?  

No EXPERIENCE 

Needed to 

Audition!  

AUDITION 

FOR: 

SHOWCHOIR 

@ HART! 



PAGE 5 THE PLACERITA PROSPECTOR VOLUME 36, ISSUE 4 

Advanced Dance Performs at Holiday Bowl  By Mrs. Tammi Suchek 

On December 27, seventeen girls from 

Placerita Junior High School's 

Advanced Dance class traveled to San 

Diego to perform in the "Pacific Life 

Holiday Bowl" half-time show at 

Qualcomm Stadium in front of a sold-

out crowd of over 60,000 football 

fans.  They were also the opening group 

that same morning in San Diego's 

nationally televised "Big Bay Balloon 

Parade."   

 

It all began last spring when Tammi 

Sucheck, Placerita's dance teacher, 

received a phone call from the director 

of "Bowl Games of America," asking if 

the students wanted to participate in 

their event.  The selling point was being 

able to work with famed choreographer, 

Mandy Moore, from the reality series 

"So You Think You Can Dance."  She 

was responsible for creating the seven 

minute dance routine and sending the 

instructional DVD to all of the dance 

directors.  The girls began fund raising 

in the fall and learning their 

choreography in November. 

 

When the girls arrived in San Diego, 

they spent eight-hour days working 

directly with Mandy Moore on 

perfecting their moves and learning their 

formations.  Their hard work was 

rewarded with a trip to Sea World and a 

dinner/dance with 300 other dancers and 

a 700-piece marching band. 

 

Kristin Burrill, Placerita Physical 

Education teacher and Youth Ballroom 

Dance coach, helped chaperone the trip 

with Mrs. Sucheck.  Both commented 

on what a spectacular job the girls did 

during their performance and how well 

the Placerita dancers represented 

themselves, their school, and their 

district during their five-day trip. 

PJHS Dance Department Proudly Presentsé.. 

ñDancinô The Night Away, 2010ò 
By Mrs. Tammi Sucheck 

 

Placerita Junior High Schoolõs Dance Department will be performing its 10th  annual spring dance 

production on Thursday, April 22, at the Hart High School Auditorium.  The show begins at 7:00 p.m. 

and will feature 150 beginning through advanced dancers from Placeritaõs dance elective program.   

There will be something for everyone, including hip -hop, jazz, lyrical, tap, novelty, and ballet.  

  

Tickets are $7.00 each and will be sold during brunch in the commons and also at the Hart 

Auditorium the night of the production.  They will go on sale beginning on April 12.   All proceeds 

from the dance show go into next yearõs production. 

 

Placeritaõs dance program began several years ago as a single quarter-long elective class, and has 

evolved over the years to now include five year -long classes.  Classes are offered at all levels and 

include any student who has the desire to learn the art of dance.   Placeritaõs campus has a studio 

with professional dance floors, wardrobe cabinets for costumes, and beautiful new mirrors.  Students 

not only learn the skills they need for technique and performance, but they are in an environment 

that encourages physical, emotional, artistic, and social development.  



WHAT A SPECTACULAR B EGINNING TO 2010!!!!  
 

William S. Hart Honor Band Concert 

Saturday, March 6 at 7:30 p.m. , Hart High School Auditorium 

 

Our tremendously talented String Orchestra has been invited to perform on Monday evening, February 22, at the 

District Essay and Poster Contest Awards event.  This event will take place at the Santa Clarita Activities Center at 6:00 

p.m..  The String Orchestra will provide the background music for the celebration and recognition of the outstanding 

display and talent in literacy and art. 

 

Advanced Band students will be participating in ñA Rich Musical Heritageò on Tuesday, March 16.  The concert will 

take place at the Hart High School Auditorium  at 7:00 p.m..  You are cordially invited to share with us this wonderful 

collaboration of musical talent from both the Placerita Junior High School and Hart High School bands.  Hart Concert 

Band will open the evening followed by Placerita Advanced Band and the evening will conclude with the Hart Wind 

Ensemble.  This concert marks the 4th annual event.  We are looking forward to the celebration of music excellence 

displayed by our outstanding musicians. 

 

The Jazz Ensemble will begin their series of after school rehearsals in February.  The Jazz Ensemble members were 

selected from the top honor band audition scores.  Itôs great fun with the addition of musicians playing piano, bass, and 

drums.  Different styles of jazz are introduced to the musicians: Swing, Mambo, Bossa Nova, and just good old Rock and 

Roll.  The Jazz Ensemble is scheduled for their first performance at Placeritaôs Open House on Thursday, April 29.  

Look for us in the quad for a casual lunch performance in May and the Annual Spring Concert on Thursday, May 6.  

 

Hope to see you at our scheduled concerts and be sure to encourage your son or daughter to ñKEEP ON 

PRACTICING!!!!!!ò  

 

 

Musically Yours, 

 

Ms. Kathryn Spula  

Director of Music 

 

 

 

 

MUSICAL HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2010  
 

January 29 District JH Honor Band Auditions @ Canyon High School 3:30 - 9:30 P.M. (Advanced Band) 

January 30 District JH Honor Band Auditions @ Canyon High School 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 

February 24 District JH Honor Band Rehearsal @ La Mesa Jr. High 10:30 a.m. - 4:00 P.M. (Advanced Band) 

March 5 District JH Honor Band Rehearsal @ Hart HS 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (Advanced Band) 

March 6 Annual District Honor Band Concert 7:30 p.m. Wm. S. Hart Auditorium (Advanced Band) 

March 16 ñA Rich Musical Heritageò Adv. Band and Hart HS Bands in Concert 7:00 p.m. Wm. S. Hart 

Auditorium  

March 24 SCSBOA Music Festival Adv. Band @ West Ranch HS 10:00 a.m. 

March 30 & 31 District Solo / Ensemble @ West Ranch HS 4:00-9:00 p.m. 

April 27 24th Annual Choral Festival  @ Grace Baptist Church  7:00 p.m. 

April 29  Placerita Junior High Open House Adv. Band and Jazz Ensemble Performance  

April 30 Forum Music Festival - Adv. Band, String Orchestra and Chorus 10:00 a.m. Hart HS/ Magic Mountain  

May 6 Annual Spring Concert - All Bands 7:00 p.m. Wm. S. Hart Auditorium  

May 12 Annual Spring Concert - String Orchestra/Chorus 7:00 p.m. Wm. S. Hart Auditorium  

June 3 8th Grade Promotion @ C.O.C. Adv. Band Performance 7:15 a.m. Departure to C.O.C.  

 Notes from Ms. Spula 
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      By Paula Cardey, Hart-Placerita Liaison 

Happy New Year to you from Hart 

High! 

 

It is hard to believe that 2010 is here 

already, and Valentineôs Day is just 

around the corner. Hart High is Alive 

with Prideé.. Winter sports, boys and 

girls basketball and soccer are well 

under way. In addition, tryouts and 

practices have started for the spring 

sports programs. The rehearsals for the 

performing groups: Band, Choir, 

Colorguard and Drama, are also in full 

swing. At Hart High, there are many 

opportunities for students to get 

involved in clubs, sports and performing 

groups. Please encourage your children 

to get involved in ñsomethingò at Hart 

High; they will be glad they did! Itôs a 

great way for them to meet people and 

for parents to make new friends.  

There is one important piece of 

information I would like to pass on to 

you.  Hart Parent Organization (HPO) 

has scheduled a perfect opportunity for 

parents of Placerita 8th graders, and 

anyone interested for that matter, to 

come and see what Hart High and HPO 

are all about.  Our next HPO meeting 

will be on Thursday, February 4, 

when the HPO hosts a luncheon for the 

parents of students who will be entering 

Hart in the fall of 2010. Hartôs Principal, 

Dr. Collyn Nielsen, and Placeritaôs 

Principal, Mr. Mike Kuhlman, will be 

there to answer questions and to help the 

Placerita, OLPH, Legacy, Trinity, and 

Santa Clarita Christian parents feel at 

ease with their childôs transition into 

Hart, one of Newsweekôs top ranked 

schools in the U.S. Please join us to 

welcome new members to our Hart 

family, and donôt forget to RSVP to one 

of our Hospitality Chairwomen by 

finding her name and contact 

information on the HPO webpage. If 

you need additional information, please 

contact Jan Uberstine ï HPO President 

Optimism4me@ca.rr.com 

 

You can find additional information 

about all that is happening at Hart High 

by visiting their website at http://

www.harths.org. There is a wealth of 

information that is useful to both 

students and their parents on the 

website. Visit it often to familiarize with 

Hart High Schoolôs campus, 

administration, teachers and events. 

Thursday, February 4 

12:00 noon Hart Auditorium Foyer  

Welcome to Hart Luncheon 

The HPO is hosting Placerita parents and the parents of 

incoming Hart students from the local private schools to 

mingle and have lunch with Principals Dr. Nielsen and Mr. 

Kuhlman.  Please come to help us welcome our future Hart 

parents.  RSVP to one of our Hospitality Chairpersons listed 

on the HPO Board Members page of the Hart High School 

website.   

 

Thursday, March 11 

9:00 a.m. Hart Auditorium Foyer  

Get Ready for Staff Appreciation and General HPO 

Meeting 

The main focus of this meeting will be to plan our annual 

Staff Appreciation Luncheon.  Come watch the ideas fly as 

we figure out a way to transform the Hart Cafeteria into the 

amazing spectacle that our teachers and staff rave about 

every year.  

 

Tuesday, April 13  

12:00 noon Held at Placeritaôs Tanner Hall 

State of the District Address with Superintendent, Jamie 

Castellanos 

This combined school meeting will feature Hart District 

Superintendent, Jamie Castellanos, who will discuss the 

latest district updates.  Join us for lunch at Placerita Junior 

High School where you will have the opportunity to ask the 

superintendent questions that are important to you.  

Wednesday, April 28 

12:00 noon Hart Auditorium Foyer  

Volunteer Thank You Luncheon & Presentation of 2010

-2011 HPO Board 

Please join us for lunch and help us honor the HPO 

volunteers, who have made a difference at Hart this school 

year.  Additionally, the 2010-2011 HPO Board members 

will be announced and thanked for their willingness to 

contribute to a successful new year. 

 

Wednesday, May 19 

12:30 p.m. Hart Cafeteria           

Staff Appreciation Luncheon 

Although this is not an HPO meeting, it is mentioned here 

because it is our most important event of the year. The Hart 

parents and students spend countless hours preparing for 

this day so we can show our appreciation for the teachers 

and staff, who care for our students.  Please help us thank 

the wonderful Hart staff by offering to volunteer, prepare 

food, donate gifts, or donate money to pay for this amazing 

day.  

 

HPO Board Business Meetings 

The following Business meetings will be held at 9 a.m. at 

Jan Uberstineôs home. Call Jan for directions at 253-2303 or 

e-mail at optimism4me@ca.rr.com 

 ̈Tuesday, February 23 

 ̈Tuesday, May 25  

mailto:Optimism4me@ca.rr.com
http://www.harths.org
http://www.harths.org
mailto:optimism4me@ca.rr.com
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including sexuality and alcohol and other drugs.  The program 

addresses difficult subjects while building a firm foundation on 

the principles of cooperation, courage, responsibility, good 

communication skills, and discipline.  The information and 

skills taught are designed to help parents learn how to deal 

more effectively with adolescents, especially in coping with 

problem behavior or sensitive topics. 

 

The program will be taught by Glenda Bona, a specialist in 

parenting skills and a parenting instructor for the City of Santa 

Clarita.  The program will begin on Tuesday, February 23.  

The class is six weeks long and runs from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  

Registration will be limited to twenty participants, so please 

call Ms. Picone, the counseling secretary, at 259-1551 as soon 

as possible to register. 

 

TEENAGE GRIEF  

Grief is an area that is tough for all of us to handle.  Many 

people, because of the pain involved and lack of experience, do 

not always know what to do or say to the teenager who is 

grieving.  But if grief is not dealt with, it will resurface over 

and over again as new losses are experienced.  During third 

quarter, Placerita will offer a TAG group led by Ms. 

Monteleone.  It will be held during 6th period for six or more 

consecutive weeks.  If your adolescent is experiencing grief 

from a recent or past lost of a significant person, and you 

would like him/her to join the TAG group, please call Ms. 

Picone, the counseling secretary. 

HIGH SCHOOL ORIENTATION AND REGISTRATION  

At the beginning of April, all parents of 8th graders will receive 

an important letter regarding end-of-year activities.  Please 

read this letter carefully and make note of all deadlines.  

Our current numbers show that 454 students are going to Hart, 

11 to West Ranch, 7 to Golden Valley, 3 to Saugus, 1 to 

Valencia, and 1 to Canyon.  If your child wants to go to a 

school outside his/her attendance area, you must fill out an 

Intradistrict Transfer Request (IDT) as soon as possible.  You 

can pick up a form from our registrar, Mrs. Maynard, but you 

must have it signed by the principal of your home high school 

and the principal of the high school you want to attend.  Even 

if your child has a sibling at the school, you must still fill out 

an IDT.   

 

ITôS NOT TOO LATE EARN CREDITS FOR 

PROMOTION!  

Intervention (through May 14):  Students can still earn credits 

by regularly attending Intervention after school and/or on 

Saturdays.  

 

Correspondence Courses:  Call your childôs counselor for 

information on junior high correspondence courses.  A five-

credit course may be purchased for $109, but it must be 

finished in time for transcripts to arrive by May 14. 

 

Parent Participation Community-Based Programs:  

Available for 8th graders now and for 7th graders at the end of 

the school year are two community-based programs that can be 

completed on weekends in about thirty hours for 2.5 credits 

Counselorsô Corner 
 (Continued from page 2) 
 

(Continued on page 11) 

you to take advantage of this system as a 

proven means to ensure students and 

motorists remain safe.   

 

To maintain a safe and efficient system, 

we would like to ask for your assistance 

in a few problem areas.  Please do not 

stop and wait at the exit of the valet 

lane, thereby blocking traffic and 

obstructing the bus stop on Dalbey 

Drive.  In addition, we ask that you 

please pull all the way through as far as 

your car can go as you enter the valet 

line, which assures that cars waiting 

behind you can drop off and pick up as 

well.  Finally, the ropes along the 

sidewalk on Dalbey Drive are for your 

childôs safety.   Please refrain from 

asking your child to go under them. 

 

We would like to thank the many 

parents who use the valet line daily and 

who help us keep things running 

smoothly.  We appreciate your 

cooperation--and the smiles and waves 

as you go by. 

 

There are so many important and 

exciting things happening between 

now and the end of the school year.  

I encourage you to read through 

the calendar of events provided in 

this newsletter, and to be checking 

the web site regularly for updates 

on all that is going on at Placerita 

Junior High School.  

 

Best wishes,  

Mike Kuhlman  

Principal  

Principalôs Perspective  
(Continued from page 1) 

NEWHALL PARK  

PLACERITA JHS  

DALBEY 

BUS VALET DROP-OFF 



March Dates:  

 

¶ 3/1 Scoliosis Screening  

¶ 3/4 Hart High School Open House 

 & Freshman Orientation  

¶ 3/5 Student of the Month Brunch  

¶ 3/9 PAC Luncheon  

¶ 3/16 Our Rich Musical Heritage  

 Concert, Hart Auditorium  

¶ 3/18 6th Grade Orientation  

¶ 3/19 3rd Quarter Ends  

¶ 3/24 Minimum Day ñDismissal at 12 

 Noon  

¶ 3/25 Minimum Day ñDismissal at 12 

 Noon  
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April Dates:  

 

¶ 4/5-4/9  Spring Break ñSchool 

 Closed 

¶ 4/15 NJHS Induction ñ8th Grade  

¶ 4/20 NJHS Induction ñ7th Grade  

¶ 4/22 Placerita Dance Show  

¶ 4/27 STAR Testing  

¶ 4/29 STAR Testing  

 Placerita Open House  

February Dates:  

 

¶ 2/4 HPO/PAC Meeting @ Hart for 

 Incoming Freshman Parents  

¶ 2/5 Student of the Month Brunch  

¶ 2/9 PAC Volunteer Appreciation 

 Luncheon  

¶ 2/12-2/15  Presidentõs Day Holidayñ

 No School  

¶ 2/23-25  Theatre Arts Presents 

òThoroughly Modern Millieó 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       

February 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

March 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

April 2010 



ß President: 

Stephanie Linn the4linns@ca.rr.com 

ß Vice-President: 

Ronda Chobanian r.ronda@ca.rr.com 

ß Secretary:  

Suzanne Stone suznne.liasophia@gmail.com 

ß Membership:  

Carolynne Mendell sbrmom@pacbell.net 

ß Hospitality Coordinator: 

Michelle Tohill rxbilling@sbcglobal.net 

ß Parent Patrol Coordinator:  

Mary Waage davidwaage@sbcglobal.net 

ß PAC Newsletter:  

Wendy Altman scvwendy@yahoo.com 

ß Newsletter Mailing Coordinator: 

Arcy Sendejo arcytx2ca@yahoo.com 

ß Health Chairperson: 

Carol Miller gckm4@sbcglobal.net 

ß Hart High Liaison:  

Paula Cardey paula.cardey@sbcglobal.net 

 

ß Newhall School District Liaison:  

Pam Ripling pripling@gmail.com 

ß DAC Representative:  

Christy Smith cccpsmith@sbcglobal.net 

ß Dance Volunteer Coordinator: 

Christy Smith cccpsmith@sbcglobal.net  

ß Technology Volunteer Coordinator:  

Allison Velazquez allison@bigbrasstacks.com 

ß Library Volunteer Coordinator: 

Laina Burckert lainaburckert@sbcglobal.net 

ß Music Boosters:  

Jennifer Geck jennifer.downing@bankofamerica.com 

ß Staff Appreciation Chairperson:: 

Ronda Chobanian r.ronda@ca.rr.com 

ß Recycling Chairperson: 

OPEN 

ß Volunteer Coordinator: 

Lisa West darkdivine@aol.com 

ß Gift Coordinator: 

ß Teresa Van Name tvanname@ca.rr.com 

If you have not already joined PAC and wish to do so, letters and 

envelopes are available at each PAC meeting and in the school office.  

Placerita Education Foundation 

2009-2010 PAC Board Members and Chairpersons 
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Copper Sponsors  

¶ Gary & Carolyn Johnson  

 

Nickel Sponsors  

¶ Michael MacKinnon  

¶ Rhonda Cortez  

¶ Patricia Fowler  

¶ Russ & Penny Hand  

¶ Larry & Bridgette Martinez  

¶ Collyn & Lisa Nielsen  

¶ The Ripling Family  

¶ Joni & Brian Sheesley  

¶ Peter & Tracy Tobler  

¶ Nancy Troxell  

¶ Dave & Teresa Van Name  

We would especially like to THANK  

the following sponsors :  
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November winners for Novemberð

Responsibility: 

 

Team Fusion Habeba Mostafa 

Excellence Yaniv Parsay and 

Leobardo Gomez 

A.T.T.I.T.U.D.E. Fernald Betoushana 

Pacesetters Ryan Tait 

Trailblazers Anthony Jimenez 

 

Congratulations to all!  Stay tuned for 

another list of winners in our next 

newsletter!!! 

 

December/January ñCaringò 

February ñFairnessò    

March ñCitizenship-ñ 

Student of the Month Program 

 

Citizenship 
Do your share to make your 

school and community better Å 

Cooperate Å Get involved in 

community affairs Å Stay 

informed; vote Å Be a good 

neighbor Å Obey laws and rules 

Å Respect authority Å Protect 

the environment  
Source: 

charactercounts.org/sixpillars.html 

Fairness  
Play by the rules Å Take turns 

and share Å Be open-minded; 

listen to others Å Donõt take 

advantage of others Å Donõt 

blame others carelessly  

 
Source: 

charactercounts.org/sixpillars.html 

each.  These two programs require parent participation and/or 

community service.  All extra credit work for 8th graders must 

be completed by May 14. 

 

Summer School:  Credit-deficient 7th and 8th graders who do 

not meet promotion requirements are required to attend 

summer school from July 1 through July 16 for five credits.  

Daily attendance is required to earn credits.  Summer school 

forms will be given to credit-deficient students, ELL students, 

and SDC students.  Completed registration forms must be 

returned by May 14.   

 

MISCELLANEOUS  

Junior high is a transition time for students.  Please encourage 

your child to start taking responsibility for his/her own actions.  

If a lunch is forgotten, allow your child to go without lunch for 

just one day.  The next day, the lunch will be remembered.  

Remind your child that school is his/her ñjobò and no one 

misses work because of a small headache or a runny nose.  It 

is our belief that a student should go to the health office only 

for first aid or to be picked up and taken home.  We say, 

ñYouôre either sick enough to go home or healthy enough to 

be in class.ò 

 

We also feel that students should be excused from school for 

necessary medical appointments only.  Students are to be in 

school from 8:10 a.m. until 2:35 p.m.  The long hours after 

school can be used for birthday celebrations and most 

appointments. 

 

When a student is going to be absent for five or more days for 

a prearranged trip or family emergency, we recommend that 

the student participate in our independent study program.  The 

student will receive his/her work in advance of the trip and the 

school can continue to collect attendance money from the 

state.  Please contact Ms. Reid at 259-1551 to set up this 

process. 

  

Please join us for ñTV Turn-off Weekò during the week of 

April 19th - 25th.  During this annual event, millions of 

children and adults across the nation and around the world will 

take a seven-day break from the television and rediscover that 

life can be more fun, rewarding, and even relaxing when we 

do more and watch less.  For many, the week will become the 

springboard to making lasting change in their lives:  watching 

less television, choosing what they do watch more selectively, 

and engaging in more screen-free activities.  ñôTV-Turnoff 

Weekô is a time that students can enjoy family activities, 

expand their reading selections, and learn the rewards of life 

with less television,ò says Reg Weaver of the National 

Education Association. 

 

WAYS TO WORK WITH YOUR SCHOOL 

COUNSELOR 

 ̈Talk about your hopes and fears for your child. 

 ̈Get new ideas for handling problems with your child. 

 ̈Find ways to communicate with your child and your 

childôs teachers. 

 ̈Learn about programs that can help your child and your 

family. 

 ̈Create a plan to help your child be successful in school. 

 ̈Help your child make a plan for graduation and future 

success. 

Counselorôs Corner 
(Continued from page 8) 


